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Scarcely was the election over, when the news of the
Indian Mutiny and the appalling horrors which attended
its outbreak, stirred the nation to its depths and threw
all other political questions into the shade. To Goderich
it did not come altogether as a surprise. In the previous
November his cousin, Robert Ellis, writing from Nag-
pore, had warned him that " the state of India is most
precarious.1'1 Moreover, he had long been deeply
interested in the affairs of the great Dependency and
had followed all their recent developments very closely.
In view of the large part he was destined to play in
Indian history, the origin and growth of this interest
are well worth tracing.

Its first impulse was hereditary. To his father it
probably owed nothing, for though the elder Ripon was
President of the Board of Control from 1843 to 1846,
his tenure of that office was quite pathetically incom-
petent.2 It was from his maternal grandfather that
Goderich derived the foundations of all his views on
Indian politics. The fourth Earl of Buckinghamshire
was an Indian statesman to whom sufficient justice
has not been done, Unlike the first Lord Ripon, he
was a man of strong character, of great courage, and,
though a staunch Tory, capable of very definite liberal
opinions. He first distinguished himself as a singularly
upright and public-spirited Governor of Madras, where
he won for himself the confidence and affection of the
whole Presidency. But it was during his short tenure
of the Board of Control in Lord Liverpool's Adminis-
tration that he gave evidence of the larger statesmanship
which entitles him to rank among the pioneers of Liberal
reform in India. It was he who, on the occasion of the
renewal of the Charter in 1813, abolished the trade

* Letter, November 28, 1856.

*' It was his last office, and owing to the quarrel between the Company
, and Lord Ellenborough it was from the beginning a hornets* nest, Eipon
took refuge in illness and left Peel to do the work. Parker; Sir Robert
Peel, vol, iv, cap. i, and p. 265,)